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Ms. Mizuki Terashima gets confidence and dream from studyingin UK 16 B 7 A 2017
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Mizuki Terashima (far right) poses for a photo with her classmates at Sheffield College.

More Japanese high-school students study abroad these days. According to a survey carried out in 2015
by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, high-school students who studied
abroad for a period of over three months in 2014 numbered 4,197, or 300 more than the year before. It also
showed that the majority of them aimed at improving their foreign language ability in studying abroad. Ms.
Mizuki Terashima, a third grader at Keiai Gakuen Senior High School in Chiba Prefecture, is one of them.
She studied for a year from April 2016 to March 2017 at Sheffield College in the U.K. As a result, she could
raise the score of IELTS (International English Language Testing System) from 4.0 (Eiken Grade 2 level) to
7.0. (graduate school admission standard in the U.K. and Australia). Hakumon Herald interviewed Ms.

Terashima to know how she carried out her aim since her childhood.
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Continue to use language skill BRIIEDLRINIEELXD
-Why did you think of studying abroad?
—72E, BFELED LB TT D,

Terashima: I once lived in the U.K. for a couple of years when I
was a child. After I returned to Japan, I’ve kept in touch with my
friends there. One day, I found myself unable to come to English

expressions when I was writing letters to them. At that moment, |

realized I would easily lose my acquired language skill if I didn’t use

Terashima (far right) with her classmates. it. So, I resumed a language study every day and started to consider

studying abroad.

One of my senior friends introduced me about an overseas study program launched in 1999 by Keiai Gakuen. It is
designed to dispatch its students to Sheffield College. The program had sent a total of 244 students to the college over a
period of 18 years including 13 who belonged to my generation. It’s an attractive program that allows us to study abroad

without putting off our graduation from high school.
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-Didn’t you feel insecure about living alone in the U.K.?
—WEAMZ 1 NTHAET 5 2 LICARRITE R o 12D T,

Terashima: Yes, I felt a bit insecure. But | overcame it by preparing myself for everything thoroughly. For example, I
received an online English speaking lesson and challenged a qualifying exam beforehand to get myself accustomed to the
life in the U.K. Frankly speaking, I had a serious concern about public security because of the confused political situation in

Europe. But you can’t be 100% secure even in Japan. So, I made up my mind, telling myself, “Let nature take its course.”
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Acquiring culture as well as language BEE T TR, BHRLHIMT 2N
-Tell us how you lived in the UK. —Bl#IDETFIZ OV THZ T 7EE W,

Terashima: I spent weekdays studying at a language school and visiting local
high schools. During the holidays, I spent most of my time with my host family.
Daily classes were primarily meant for studying to prepare for English language
¥ tests. I learned bakery and IT as well as history and mathematics in extra
courses. As most of classmates were adults, I spent a lot of time taking part in

discussions.
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-Did you learn anything new from the discussions? —% D7 A H v ¥ a » THLITZREITH D F Lz,

Terashima: Themes which our teachers picked up varied from day to day. Based on those themes, we
students were required to begin impromptu discussions. So, I could acquire the skills to construct my own
opinions quickly and express them in English. Thanks to that, I could get high marks in English speaking
exams. But at the same time, I keenly felt I haven’t studied enough. While I stayed in the U.K., the country
was in the midst of a national debate over whether it should leave the EU or not. The issue was often a topic
of our conversation. I was often asked how Japanese people looked at the issue. I was also asked to talk
about the legal system in Japan and the history of its relationship with the neighboring countries. Honestly
speaking, I couldn’t answer them well. That experience made me realize that no matter how I might be good
in English, I couldn’t be a full-fledged person if I didn’t know much about my own country. From now on, I

want to learn more about culture as well as language.
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Want to contribute to world peace at UN E# R BB
-Did you think about your future dream through your study abroad?

—HFEBELT, PEROZIZONWTEZE LT,



Terachima: I have become keener to work at the United Nations as a member
of the Japanese staff to contribute to world peace. I was motivated because I
could get confident about my English ability after I was elected a first
international officer at Sheffield College. I proposed that the school’s student

council take up a lack of interchanges between foreign and local students, and

talked about the English speaking society my classmates at Keiai Gakuen

Terashima poses for a photo during an launched as a means to improve a similar situation. To promote our activity, I

interview with Hakumon Herald. visited each classroom with a view to making a presentation about our event.

I also prepared a poster about the event with other members of the student council. As a result, our activity was
commended by the school authorities for having contributed to enhancing opportunities of international interchange. This
made me confident that I could acquire the language ability to compete on equal terms with the locals in English. While |
stayed in the U.K., I formed an image of the Japanese people being quiet and faceless, for good or bad. So, I hope to

contribute to creating a new image of the Japanese through my activity at the United Nations.
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-Why do you refer to world peace in connection with your dream? —72, #HFSEFI2DTL X 9 7,

Terashima: An African student once told me that he heard the guns being fired whenever he stopped his car to wait at
stoplights. I think people living in an unstable society get too much preoccupied with everyday affairs to think about their
study or work. Under such situation, the development of technology and society will inevitably become stagnant. I think
people can learn and society can advance only in a peaceful society. As I am still immature, I have no prescription for peace.

But I will study harder at college to come closer to my goal.
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-Thank you.
Interviewed by Hideki Kato
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